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The Architecture of
an Eternal Religion

An educational exploration of the
origins, beliefs, and complex scriptural
taxonomy of a 5,000-year-old faith.



A Geographical Identity, Not a Theological One

The River Sindhu: The word
‘Hindu’ is a geographic term
referring to the region
watered by the Indus River.

The North-Western Passes:

The term was first used by
Persians arriving in India
through the passes of the
Himalayas to describe the
people living beyond the
river.

The word "Hindu' is inherently a foreign term. It is nowhere mentioned in ancient Indian literature or
scriptures prior to the entry of the Moghuls in India (Encyclopedia of Religions and Ethics, 6:690).



The Historical Evolution of a Label

In 1830, British writers coined the
English term Hinduism.

Wy Meaning: A common name for
The Hindus never used the term B . BE the multiplicity of beliefs and
I - in any Sanskrit writings priortothe faiths of the Indus land
; advent of Muslims and the entry o PEUF{'E (specifically excluding
of Moghuls into India. Muslims and converted
L Christians).
First reference to the word ‘Hindu’ f—— (Source: New Encyclopedia Britannica 20:581)
found in a tantrik work. F F R R

Meaning: Described a people, not a
follower of a particular religion.

(Source: Jawaharlal Nehru, Discovery of India,
pg. 74-75)
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The Nomenclature Divide: Outsider vs. Insider

Internal DEﬁIlltl(}I‘lS

Sanatana Dharma
(Meaning: The Eternal
Religion / Universal Truth).
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| Terminology: %
Hindu / Hinduism

: Terminology 2:

E Origin: Coined by : '
Persmns and 19th Century {Megﬁ?,:;*n ;';‘:ﬁg;sn of |
British writers. the Vedas) o
% Nature: A geographic & ; Practitioners: ' a1
| and demographlc label (a f Referred to as Vendantists [t
| ¥ ; (According to Swami

Vivekananda).
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A 5,000-Year-Old Tapestry of Belief
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At least 5,000 years Over 1 billion | A faith as diverse as
old. followers today. India’s culture. |

- Originating with Aryans
migrating from North
Europe into the Indus =
Valley civilizationto | [,
start this new
religion.

- Practiced heavily in |
~ India, its Diaspora, and [§
| acrossthe USA, LEE
|  Europe, and
|  East-Asia.

- The original language of

| the scriptures was

mainly

@S pictorial/carvings,
— | eventually formalized
| into Sanskrit.
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The Mechanics of Existence and Release

Release:
The final
spiritual goal
is to seek
permanent
release from
these endless
cycles of life
and death.

(moral actmns ,
in present and 3
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The Diverse Forms of Devotion

Worship extends across a vast spectrum of physical representations:

Deities: Human Forms: The Heavens: Nature: Fauna:
|dols and pictures Exclusive forms of The sun and Elements of the Animal figures.
of minor Gods. men and women. the planets. natural world.




The Two Pillars of Sacred Literature

The Prima ry' Scriptu res.
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Sruti: The Revealed Foundation

“That which
was heard.”

Literal translation of Sruti




The Anatomy of Primary Scripture
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F N The Four Vedas (The Core):
&g L Rig Veda (The earliest scripture, consisting of 1,008 poetic
hymns), Yajur Veda, Sama Veda, Atharva Veda.
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Smriti: The Tradition of Man

“That which was
remembered.”

Literal translation of Smriti




The Five Branches of Smriti Literature
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Great Sacred The complex The texts The practical
historical chronicles codes of law establishing manuals
narratives, filled with governing the governing

primarily the legendary duty and philosophical temple
Ramayana and romances and society. schools of construction
Mahabharata. mythological thought. and daily

lore. worship.




Meaning

Origin

Authority

Texts

Scriptural Diagnostic: Sruti vs. Smriti
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What was heard What was remembered
Revealed directly to spiritual Authored by men; rooted in
Rishis; passed orally. tradition and history.
Primary Authority Secondary Authority
(Eternal Truths) (Traditional guidance)
The 4 Vedas, Upanishads, Epics (Ramayana/Mahabharata),

Brahmanas, Aranyakas. Puranas, Law Codes.

) a S

—

A NotebookLM



£/ The Human Label:
(4 Areligion named by
external conquerors, /
Persians,and /&5
19th-century British | /&
map-makers. £

A 5,000-year-old system ™

. designed around eternal %'
cycles of karma and
, cosmic truth

| (Sanatana Dharma).

What the world
~ calls 'Hinduism’ is
actually a geographical
- umbrella term
- shelteringan

~ancient, highly |

The Scriptural Divide:
A massive theological architecture 4/
strictly divided between the divine
whisper (Sruti) and human
memory (Smriti).



