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Navigating an Unprecedented
Scale of Sacred Literature

Traditional
Branches

1,131

Based on specific oral
recitation methods.
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Original Volume

100,000

Original mantras asserted by tradition.

Surviving Volume

20,379 |

Mantras currently
available today.




The Foundational Epistemology: Revelation versus Tradition

Shruti (“That which

is heard”):

The primary revelation.
Comprises the Vedas and
their philosophical
appendices (Upanlshads)
The unquestionable
foundation.

Vedangas (@)

Shad )
Darshanas

‘@) Shad Darshanas

Smriti (“That which
is remembered”):
The applied tradition.

, Comprises the Epics

(Itihas), Puranas, and
Law Books (Shastras).
Translated for the masses.

=3 Ayurveda



The Core of Shruti:
Defining the Veda

Etymology

Derived from the
Sanskrit root vid,
meaning to know.

Definition
Represents

knowledge par
excellence or

sacred wisdom.

Historical Context

The earliest literary
manifestation of the
Hindu religion,
consisting of a vast
number of hymns
orally transmitted
over six centuries.



The Fourfold Veda System (Sambhitas)

Rig Veda Yajur Veda Sama Veda | Atharva Veda
21 Branches 85 Branches 101 Branches 9 Branches
10,552 verses 1,975 verses 1,875 verses 5,977 verses
(10 Sections/Mandals) (40 chapters) (21 chapters) (20 chapters)
Focus: Royal Focus: Sacrificial Focus: Melody and Focus: Magical spells
Knowledge, formulas and chants. song. and formulas.
composed of songs of (Added later by sage
praise. Atharvan).

Note: These four collections are

collectively known as the Samhitas.




The Rig Veda Maps Divine Power onto the Natural World

Core Theme: The earliest collection of hymns is addressed to gods who
act as personifications of natural powers.

Varuna Deva Vayu Deva Indira Deva Surya Deva Usha Devi

Takeaway: The early religious quest was directed entirely

to the outer world and external powers.



The Shift of Sacrifice: From External Ritual
to Internal Realization

" Brahmanas I l Aranyakas Upanishads
(Rituals) (Meditation) ‘ (Philosophy)

y

Samhitas
(Hymns)

Appeasing The mechanics Internalization | ¢ The ultimate
outer powers of sacrifice. of sacrifice in inward journey
(Polytheism). the forest. to the Self.



The Brahmanas Establish the Mechanics
of Cause and Effect

Timeline & Format: Roughly 8th Function: Explaining the strict
to 6th centuries BC; mostly prose : procedures of sacrificial rituals
works appended to the Vedas. for the householder to achieve
(e.g., Satapatha Brahmana). desired benefits.

The Birth of Karma: The basic belief that supernatural powers must be appeased
led to the early formulation of the Law of Karma (the law of causation)—the explicit
concept that a specific sacrifice will mechanically produce a specific effect.



The Aranyakas and the
Internalization of Ritual

The Forest Books: Composed by
individuals who renounced household ritual
sacrifices and retreated to the forest.

The Pivot:

They represent the philosophical
/transition between ritual sacrifice and
mystical speculation.

Core Practice:

Ascetic practice replacing physical
sacrifice, focusing on the
internalization of the offering.




The Upanishads Refocus the
Divine Quest Inward

Upa = Near

Ni = Down

Shad = To sit

(Pupils sitting down near a guru to
receive secret, sacred doctrines).

According to Samkara: Derived from
sad (to loosen/destroy) — Brahma
knowledge that destroys ignorance. Atman Brahman

The Philosophical Climax (Vedanta): The ‘End of the Vedas.” The law of karma is extended

beyond ritual to every action in life. The quest shifts entirely inward to experience the
human self (Atman) as the Supreme Being (Brahman). Tat tvamasi (That art thou).




Categorizing the Vedanta Library

Total Volume: Exceeds 200 texts
across various sources.

TradittonalCanon: The 11 Principal Upanishads

108 recognized Aitereya, Brihadaranyaka,
Upanishads. Chandogya, Isavashya,
. Katha, Katha,
The Principal Texts: rﬂeunnaéaka Igﬂrzr;gzla(ya,
11 primary Upanjisgads Prasana, Shvetashvatara,

available today. Shvetashvatara, Taittiriya.

Note: Some pundits consider the Upanishads superior to the Vedas themselves.



The Transition to Smriti: Sacred Knowledge for the Masses

Shruti

* For the learned
elite and ascetic
seekers.

e Abstract, ritualistic,
philosophical.

N
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Smriti

(“That which is
remembered”)

» For the common
people.

 Concrete exemplars,
compelling narratives,
accessible devotion.




Itihas (Epics): History and Duty Personified

Ramayana

- Centered on depicting the noblest of
human beings.

- A concrete exemplar of human behavior
through King Ram.

- Deals directly with his life story.

Mahabharata

- The longest poem in the world (over 70,000

stanzas).
- Arich encyclopedia of popular devotions.

- Centered on a war of succession between

cousins (Pandavas and Kauravas) and
contains the life story of Krishna.

A NotebooklLM



The Bhagavad Gita: The Ultimate Synthesis of Paths

Context: A dialogue between
Krishna and Arjuna just
before the outbreak of the
Mahabharata war. Arjuna is
reluctant to fight his kin.

\ Knowledge

Bhakti

(Devotion)

Dharma: Krishna persuades
Arjuna to fight to fulfill his duty
as a warrior, entirely unaffected
by desire or results.

Integration: Ritual action and
philosophical knowledge are set
forth as legitimate paths, but they
are incomplete unless
subordinated to Bhakti
(faithfulness and devotion to God).

Duty
(Dharma)

Note: It is technically part of the Mahabharata but is regarded as an independent scripture. o i b



The Puranas: Translating Philosophy into Cosmic Mythos

Vedic
Elemental Gods

Core Function: Ancient chronicles of gods,
heroes, sages, and kings. They use legendary
stories and wild exaggerations to popularize
highly abstract Hindu ideals for the masses.

Trimurthi The Theological Shift: The Vedic nature gods
(Gods, Consorts, are replaced by the new Trimurthi gods, their
Offspring) consorts, and offspring.
Agni Brahma Garuda Markandeya Varaha Matsya
Linga Narada Padma Shiva Skanda Vamana
Vishnu Bhavishya Brahma Vaivarta Kurma Brahmanda




The Vedangas: The Six Auxiliary Limbs of the Veda

Shiksha: Phonetics, phonology,
pronunciation (accents, stress,
euphonic combinations).

Vyakarana: Grammar and
linguistic analysis (establishing
exact forms of words).

Kalpa: Ritual instructions
(standardizing rites of passage
and personal conduct/duties).

Study of
the Vedas

- Jyotisha: Astronomy, astrology,
and timekeeping (identifying
auspicious times for rituals).

Chandas: Poetic meters (fixed
syllables or morae per verse).

Nirukta: Etymology and
explanation of archaic words
based on context.



Dharma Shastras: Governing the Goals of Hindu Life

Artha (Material Property & Power) Kama (Love & Desire)
Governed by the Artha Shastras Governed by the Kamasutras
(e.g., Kautilya). (e.g., Vatsyaya).

Dharma (Laws & Castes) Moksha (Liberation)
Governed by Manu Smriti Governed by the Darshanas
(The Law of Manu). (Philosophical systems).

Translated during British rule in
1794 by Sir William Jones to
formulate Hindu law.



The Darshanas: Systematizing the Path to Moksha

DarsSana } Function The Brahma Sutras (Vedanta Sutra)

Meaning the “auspicious Six philosophical systems designed Composed by Badarayana (200 BCE - 200 CE).
sight” of a deity or truth. | | to elaborate the Upanishadic ideal of Consists of 555 aphoristic verses systematizing
3 Moksha via mnemonic formulae. - Upanishadic thought on the nature of human existence.

Nyaya aisheshika Sankhya




Agama Shastra: Temple Architecture and Sectarian Worship

Core Concept: A collection of guidelines for worship forms, spirituality,
rituals, and temple structures.

[ = ]

~ Pancharatra Agamas Saiva Agamas (Saiva): Shakta Agamas (Shakta):
(Vaishnava): Scriptures that Glorify God as Shiva; gave The Tantras that glorify the
~ glorify God as Vishnu. rise to the Saiva Siddhanta Goddess cult.

{ philosophy.




Perspectives on Origins: The Orthodox Internal View

Apaurusheya (‘Not Human Creation’):
The Vedas are considered eternal words,
self-existent truths, and divine revelations.

The Role of Sages: Rishis did not write the
texts; they ‘heard’ them through direct
intuitive insight and transmitted them orally
as mantras.

Compilation: Later generations, lacking this
immense power of oral memory, required the
texts to be physically compiled. Orthodox
belief attributes the authorship of these
compiled books to God, organized by figures
like Maharishi Vyas.




Perspectives on Origins: The Timeline Debate

1.3 Billion Orthodox / Traditional Estimates

Years
(Swami Dayanand)

Traditional calculations align the texts
with vast, unauthored cosmic cycles.

Modern Scholarly Consensus 1400 BCE - 800 BCE

(Oral transmission of earliest hymns)

Historical and linguistic analysis dates the earliest
hymns to a six-century period roughly 4,000 years ago.

Concluding Takeaway for Researchers: Engaging in comparative religion requires understanding that for the

orthodox practitioner, the text’s validity comes from its eternal, unauthored nature, not its historical publication date.

Contact: hamul378@gmail.com
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