Roman Catholicism (Part I)

A Foundational Guide for Da’ees

Understanding the History, Authority,
and Mechanics of the Global Church




The Roman Catholic Church claims universal, continuous authority

Definition

The term Catholic stems from the
Greek katholikos, meaning universal
or according to the whole.

Scale

With over 1.3 billion baptized
adherents, it is the largest Christian
denomination globally.

Core Claim

It defines itself as the original Church
founded by Jesus Christ, with
continuous, unbroken historical and
spiritual authority passed down
through the centuries.
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Earthly
Head

Ultimate
Authority

Biblical

Canon

Roman Catholic

The Pope (Bishop of
Rome), holding supreme,
centralized authority.
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Scripture, Sacred Tradition,

and the Magisterium
(equal weight).
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73 Books (includes the
Deuterocanonicals/
Apocrypha).

Patriarchs (e.g., of
Constantinople), operating
as first among equals in a
decentralized communion.

Scripture and Holy

Tradition (especially the first
seven Ecumenical Councils).

73+ Books (includes
additional Apocrypha
depending on jurisdiction).

Defining the boundaries of the Christian schisms

Protestant

No central earthly head;
highly decentralized across
thousands of independent

denominations.

Sola Scriptura (Scripture
alone is the ultimate
authority).

66 Books (excludes the
Apocrypha).
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A two-millennium evolution {from the
Apostolic era to the Modern era

Apostolic Period &
Early Fathers

Establishment of early bishoprics and

' : : ' foundational theology.
Constantine & | | N | -
Nicaea (325 AD) " S\
Christianity legalized; core dogmas (like |
the Trinity) codified against heresies. :
_ Al A The Great Schism

(1054 AD)

The permanent rupture between the

y . | Catholic West and Orthodox East
Reformation & over papal authority and theology.
Counter-Reformation | -

Protestant split; Council of Trent
explicitly defines Catholic doctrine, ,_ S , — :
canon, and sacraments in response., - — T Vatican I

(1869-1870)

Formal declaration of Papal
Infallibility.

Vatican Il
(1962-1965)

Modernization of Church practices,
vernacular liturgy, and engagement
with the modern world.
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Divine truth is sustained by three
interdependent authorities

Sacred
Scripture
(The Bible)

The inspired, written
Word of God.
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Y AnZ It is clear therefore that, in the
o S supremely wise arrangement of God, sacred

L7 Tradition, Sacred Scripture and the Magisterium of the

Church are so connected and associated that one of them

cannot stand without the others. (Dei Verbum, Vatican 1)
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The Catechism (CCC) & Canon Law
(Administrates and Codifies)

& . | !
Sacred b ',' The
Tradition ) Magisterium
The unwritten, living The living teaching
transmission of the office of the Church
Gospel passed from " (the Pope and bishops).
Christ to the Apostles 2 It alone has the
and down through ,? “m authority to interpret
the ages. H AR Scripture and Tradition

authentically.

N

:I'
~
X =

kLM



Old Testament |

—

(0N )
( (— )

Protestant Bible

66

Books

The Catholic Canon contains 73 books,
formalized at the Council of Trent

Deuterocanonicals
(7)

li Old Testament P&
S (39) P |
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Roman Catholic Bible

Includes Tobit, Judith, 1 and 2
Maccabees, Wisdom, Sirach,
and Baruch.

The Historical Justification

Catholics accept these books
because they were included in
the Septuagint (the Greek Old
Testament used by early
Christians and the Apostles).

The Dogma

The Council of Trent (1546)
infallibly defined this 73-book
canon in response to
Protestant removals.




The Papacy operates as the infallible earthly pillar of Christ’s authority
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Petrine Primacy

The belief that Jesus made
Peter the chief apostle and
head of the earthly Church.

“And I say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.
(Matthew 16:18, KJV)
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Apostolic Succession:

= Unbroken line from St. Peter to

the current Bishop of Rome.

Vatican City:
Sovereign city-state
guaranteeing political and
spiritval independence.
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Papal Infallibility

Defined at Vatican |. The Pope
is preserved from error only
when speaking formally from

the Chair of Peter (Ex Cathedra).

Applies specifically to matters
of faith and morals to be held
by the whole Church.

It does not mean the Pope is
sinless or makes no mistakes
in daily life.
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"The Pope |

e Supreme Pontiff, Vicar of Christ.

Cardinals
Senior clergy who advise the Pope and
elect his successor in a papal conclave.

Bishops
Successors to the apostles, managing geographic regions
(Dioceses) and possessing the fullness of the priesthood.

~ Priests Deacons
Ordained co-workers with the bishops, Ordained ministers of service and
administering sacraments to local parishes. charity, assisting priests.

A strict, top-down hierarchy maintains
theological and administrative unity

Religious Orders

Monks, nuns, and friars
(e.g., Jesuits, Franciscans)
taking vows of poverty,

chastity, and obedience.

They exist alongside the
standard diocesan
structure.
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The Seven Sacraments are the physical mechanisms of divine grace
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Sacraments of Initiation

(Birth & Growth)

Baptism
(Washes away Original Sin;
entry into the Church)

(Seals the believer with

“ Confirmation

the Holy Spirit)
-—

Eucharist

The literal body. blood, soul,

| (
and divinity of Christ)

Sacraments of Healing
(Medicine)

Penance
(Confession & forgiveness of
sins committed after Baptism)
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Anointing of the Sick
(Spiritual and physical healing
for the gravely ill)

| [ :
Sacraments of Service
(Vocation)

(Ordination of bishops,
priests, and deacons)

[ Holy Orders

Matrimony

(The indissoluble covenant
between a man and a woman)
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The nature of God and the remedy

for the human condition

Due to the Fall of Adam, human
nature is wounded, deprived of
original holiness, and subject to
ignorance, suffering, and death.

| ] It is transmitted to all humanity,

|| creating a condition that requires
| external divine intervention.
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The Remedy & Mechanism

The Trinity

The central mystery of the faith. One God
existing in three co-equal, co-eternal,
consubstantial divine persons: Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit.

The Incarnation
The Second Person of the Trinity (the Son) | Q\

assumed human nature and became flesh

in Jesus Christ to reconcile humanity to \

God, without losing His divine nature.
True God and True Man.
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Salvation is an ongoing process requiring
both faith and active cooperation
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¥ Works & Charity
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Grace: A free, unmerited gift from
God, necessary for salvation,
primarily infused through the
Sacraments.

Justification: Not a one-time event, but a
lifelong process of being made righteous
by God's grace. It can be lost through

mortal sin and regained through Penance.

Faith and Works

Unlike the Protestant doctrine of “Faith Alone,” Catholicism teaches that faith must be animated by love and good works.

The Council of Trent condemns the idea that a person is justified by faith alone without the cooperation of the human will.
“Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” (James 2:24, KJV)




Mary holds a unique, exalted role
as the greatest of all saints

Y=/ Perpetual Immaculate &  The

Virginity Conception Assumption R
She remained a From the first moment At the end of her |
gave birth to the | virgin before, during, of her conception, earthly life, she
person of Jesus, - and forever after the she was preserved was assumed body
\ who is God. birth of Christ. immune from all and soul into |
\ L stain of Original Sin. LA heavenly glory. |
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| Marian Devotion: T The Rosary:
She is not worshipped as God, but receives the A primary meditative prayer combining vocal prayers

highest form of veneration (Hyperdulia). with meditation on the life of Christ and Mary.

7
7

A NotebookLM



’

+

Dulia: Veneration and honor given
to the saints and angels.

The Communion of Saints acts as an
active, intercessory heavenly family
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worship, offered
to God alone.

Hyperdulia:
The special, higher veneration
given only to Mary.
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Canonization

The infallible declaration by the Pope that a
deceased person is in Heaven and worthy of
universal veneration, usually requiring proof of
miracles.

Intercession

Catholics pray to saints to ask them to pray for
them to God, functioning much like asking a
friend on earth for prayers.

Relics & Patron Saints

The physical remains or belongings of saints are
venerated as physical connections to divine
grace. Patron saints are assigned to specific

causes, professions, or nations.
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Angels serve as active messengers and 2
guardians in the spiritual realm ‘

Guardian Angels

The Church officially names only
three, derived from Scripture:

Michael: The protector and leader
of the heavenly army.

Gabriel: The supreme messenger
(e.g., the Annunciation to Mary).
Raphael: The healer and guide.

Official Catholic dogma teaches
that from its beginning until death,
human life is surrounded by their
watchful care and intercession.

Every believer has a personal

angel appointed to quide and
protect them toward salvation.
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Synthesis: The comprehensive
Catholic Economy of Salvation
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The Magisterium | Declares ) The Church Hierarchy
interprets Scripture and W 4 | < administers the 7
Tradition, defining what is __ = * Sacraments to cure Original
required for salvation. | =5 Sin and infuse Grace.

y The

' Step 4:

| Heavenly ECOHOmy of
RQEslaCe Salvation

The believer receives this
grace, utilizing Faith and
Works to achieve Justification
over a lifetime.

The believer relies on the
Intercession of Mary,
Saints, and Angels for

spiritual aid.
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Takeaway for Da'ees: Roman Catholicism is not a collection of isolated beliefs, but a highly
structured, interdependent institutional system. Understanding this unified worldview is the
prerequisite for effective, respectful comparative Da'wah. (End of Part I)
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